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{‘( The event was hailed as a major success
by leaders, veterans and members of the
public alike.

{‘( Over $250,000 was invested into Salute 70
events and otherinfrastructure (signage and
walkways) to help tell the story of the U.S.
Armed Forces “friendly occupation” in Kapiti
from 1942-44.

{‘( More than 400 volunteers from a variety of
different organisations gave hundreds of hours
of unpaid labour to the event.

ﬁ{ Three community organisations made a profit
from subsidiary events and were able to re-invest
in local activities.

ﬁ{ Our website: www.marinenz.com has been well
reviewed* and acted as a key information centre
for people locally, nationally and internationally
who wanted information about 70th anniversary
events.

* 4,127 visits between 1 May and 30 June 2012 with 497 from the US.

vﬁ( The Greater Wellington Regional Council has
made a major financial commitment to the new
2.4km Yankee Trail linking camps Paekakariki and
the Marines Memorial. Well over a third of the trail
Is now landscaped, planted and completed.

f{ The generosity of sponsors allowed us to install
new interpretive design at the Marines’ Memorial,
and commission and install a new Sailors’
Memorial.

{‘( We organised a special full-page Salute 70
supplement in the Dominion Post on 25.5.12,
honouring veterans and acknowledging a number
of our major partners.

vﬁ( New State Highway 1 signs (north and south)
to promote the Marines Memorial, were erected
by NZTA.

vﬁ( Sponsorship from the Kapiti Coast District Council
enabled local film makers Linda Nichol and Shona
Jaunas to video key high-lights from Memorial
Day and the Story Telling Session in Paekakariki.
These are now on our website.
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Feedbhack from veterans & families....

“You have no idea how much Memorial Day and Salute
70 meant to my father. Actually, let's go back to last
year when you started all the attention on him and his
story. Also the Paekakariki Memorial Sculpture is a

class act — that ceremony was too.”
JMS Stowe

“You and all others couldn’t have done more to make us
feel so comfortable during our stay. Making us feel like
family, made it more difficult to leave. We thoroughly
enjoyed it all. As | tell friends and family here, it was
one of the BEST vacations ever.”

Barbara Meyer-Plante

“Thank you ever so much for the kind attention you displayed to
my parents, Ray and Barbara Plante, while they were attending
the Salute 70 celebration. They can’t say enough about how much
you did for them-providing pre-event information and travel tips,
organizing site visits and arranging transportation, coordinating
media events, lining up fabulous entertainment, and furnishing
delicious local foods at special lunches and dinners. This was the
trip of a lifetime for both of them. Along with the sheer enjoyment
of attending the activities they were awestruck by everyone's
wonderful hospitality.” Meyer-Plante Family

“l can’t thank you enough for all that you did for us. Right now my
brain is completely off track. | have just about enough energy to
give you both a big hug.” Ted Picard
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Background

In August 2011 the Kapiti US Marines Trust (KUSMT) applied to the
U.S. Embassy for a grant of $25,000 to assist with its work programme
for the 2011/2012 year.

The Embassy kindly responded to our request granting us $19,000.

Our application focused on work we needed to do for the 70th
Anniversary of U.S. Armed Forces in New Zealand from 1942-44
and the Salute 70 programme planned for the Kapiti Coast.

We applied for assistance with: interpretation and signage, project
management, public engagement, and funding for the 70th
anniversary celebrations. This report summarises how we have spent
our grant in the past year and the benefits that have accrued to the
Trust, its stakeholder groups and the community.

We attach copies of our programme invitation, programme of events
and flier for your records and also provide a budget.

Kapiti U.S. Marines Trust (KUSMT)

The key roles were:

o
o
o

o o o

o

to create the rationale, vision and momentum for Salute 70
seek finance and support

enlist stakeholders and keep them informed and connected
provide research and resources to tell the Salute 70 story
enlist volunteers to get the job done

manage the overall event and in particular specific events within
it that were our responsibility

support the veterans and their families attending

document and record important elements of the event for use
on the web, or in other forums
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General Summary

1.

An outline of the work we've undertaken and
achieved is provided in the following section on
developing working and funding partnerships.

In fund-raising, managing and promoting Salute

70 the main strategy of the Trust was to develop 1.
excellent relationships with key stakeholders:

the Minister of Veteran Affairs (Nathan Guy), the

New Zealand Defence Force (NZDF), the Ministry

of Culture & Heritage (MCH) the Greater Wellington

Regional Council (GWRC), the Kapiti Coast District 3.
Council (KCDC), the New Zealand Historic Places

Trust (NZHPT), the U.S. Embassy, the New Zealand

American Association (NZAA), the New Zealand

Returned Services Association (NZRSA), the

New Zealand Transport Agency (NZTA) as well as

a range of community groups and local businesses,

enlisting their involvement, enthusiasm and

investment.

At least $250,000 was invested into Salute 70 events
and other infrastructure (signage and walkways) that
help tell the story of the U.S. Armed Forces “friendly
occupation” in Kapiti from 1942-44.

More than 400 volunteers from at least eight different
organisations gave hundreds of hours of unpaid

labour to the overall event. 1.

While all groups contributed, the practical coalition
involved in Salute 70 included the Trust, GWRC,
KCDC, the Paekakariki Community Trust, Mulled Wine
Concerts, and Kapiti Walkers & Joggers.

The key event organised by the Trust was Memorial
Day, attended by approximately 500 people
including: the Governor General Sir Jerry Mateparae,
senior military personnel, the NZ Airforce Band,
seven U.S.Marine and Navy veterans and their
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10.

12.

families, members of the NZRSA and the Maori
Battalion, Iwi representatives, local and regional
politicians, youth and community groups, and members
of the public.

The event was hailed as a major success by leaders,
veterans and members of the public alike. lan Collier
(Regional Manager for Air New Zealand) said it was one
of the best events he had seen in Kapiti and should be
on the national events calendar.

The Trust also took a lead role in hosting visiting
veterans and their families, many of whom stayed

in Kapiti. We also organised their transport and
attendance at other events: the Memorial Day Church
Service at Old St Pauls, the Parliamentary Morning Tea,
hosted by the Minister of Veteran Affairs, Nathan Guy,
the Marines Band Concerts as well as to the official U.S.
Embassy and Government functions on June 14.

On Friday June 1 we organised a bus tour (with
commentary), around the Kapiti Camps and lunch to
follow. This was attended by about 30 people.

On Sunday June 3 a story-telling session, attended by
about 60 people was held at St Peters Hall. (Video clips
from this are on our website).

There was great interest in the U.S. Marine Band and
the Trust took a lead role in promoting their concerts in
both Kapiti and Porirua - organising ticket distribution,
ushers and fund-raising collectors for the Kapiti concert.

Our website: www.marinenz.com became a key
information centre for people locally, nationally and
internationally to find out about 70th anniversary
events. It served a very useful purpose carrying video
clips and photographs that people could view after
events. Thanks to the U.S. Embassy and others who
contributed.



Working & Funding partnerships

The Greater Wellington Regional Council
(GWRC) worked alongside us on:

O the Memorial Day Event

O an up-grade of the Marines’ Memorial in Queen
Elizabeth Park

design and installation of the new Sailors’ Memorial

creation of the new Yankee Trail from Queen
Elizabeth Park to Paekakariki, and

O development of signage concepts for the three
former camp sites

RESULTS

1.

GWRC provided staff, resources and on-going project management for the Memorial Day Event,
as well as organising a major Arbor Day Planting in and around the Yankee Trail. (7 ceremonial
totara trees, 70 kahikatea as well as a significant number of flaxes ad native shrubs.)

They planned the 2.4km trail and have completed a third of it. The track is being built to a
high standard and will be suitable for walkers, cyclists and those in wheelchairs. The section
completed has been fenced and extensively planted. It runs through well-developed wetland,
and includes several attractive lakes, a bridge, and some remnant forest areas.

GWRC and the Trust worked together to complete the new interpretive design for the existing
Marines’ Memorial, and the design for the new Sailors’ Memorial, subsequently manufactured
by Riverbank Engineering in Otaki.

The Council also re-fenced, landscaped and re-surfaced the Memorial site, allowing for a
bigger and better ceremonial space, better car parking and access to the Yankee Trail.
They also re-painted the hut facades and worked with the Trust to up-grade and re-design
the interpretive panels on the facades. The Trust provided research and historic overview
of this work.

A small team from the Trust has been working a larger and more comprehensive signage
project with a team from GWRC. We commissioned concept designs and hoped to complete
some of the work before Salute 70, but the volume of work did not allow this. We will continue
to progress work on (a) the completion of the Yankee Trail and (b) the comprehensive signage
programme for the three former campsites as part of our work programme.

OUTCOMES

By working with GWRC we were able to attract a significant investment into the heritage
development we plan in both Queen Elizabeth Park and Whareroa Farm. We were also able to work
more effectively with Friends of Queen Elizabeth Park, the Guardians of Whareroa Farm and BikeNZ
to progress our aims. Overall, we built very good on-going relationships with all these organisations
and we were able to add volunteer commitment and a heritage perspective to their work, while they
brought environmental perspective, practical and economic support to the table.
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Kapiti Coast District Council (KCDC)

The Council invested about $15,000 in Salute 70 and
its various component parts. This included:

O assistance with the Memorial Day morning tea

O the provision of three staff and a truck to bring
staging, chairs and memorabilia to the site

O a contractor to clean the outside of the
Rail/Air Shed before the event

O funding for the production of two videos, one
documenting the Memorial Day Event; the
other recording key speakers at our Storytelling
Session in St Peter’s Hall in Paekakariki

$5000+ for the new Sailors’ Memorial

funding for the Kapiti contribution to the Salute 70
supplement in the Dominion Post on 25.5.12.

OUTCOMES

Working with KCDC we were able to build a better
profile for our work with Councillors, members of

the Paekakariki Community Board and Council

staff. We expect to have on-going relationships with
Councillors and Council staff as we work to advance
our signage programme over the next financial year
and will work with them again on the next Memorial
Day event.
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Porirua City Council (PCC)

Porirua City Council was a welcome addition to our stakeholder network and
contributed very effectively to Salute 70.

PCC provided three significant contributions to the celebrations:
O A bus tour around its camp sites
O A story-sharing day at Pataka Museum/Gallery

O Promotion and community engagement for a Marines’ Band Concert at
Te Rauparaha Stadium.

1. The Council’s main contribution was in: providing staffing, resources, and a
paid contractor to coordinate and manage events, all of which were very well
planned and managed, very well attended and consequently successful.

2. The Council also renewed, up-graded, and up-dated some of their Camp
signage in advance of the celebrations.

3. An added bonus, was that they tracked down Harry Oliver, a former World
War Il Marine living in Christchurch, and paid for him to attend their story-
telling session as well as the Paekakariki event the following day. They
have recorded some of his memories and so has the Trust.

OUTCOMES

1. The Trust contributed to the Porirua events by providing the initial
leadership, enthusiasm and confidence for them to become involved.

2. We supplied them with posters and fliers, most of them specifically
targeted to their events.
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In New ze d Forces
3. We promoted their events in all our publicity and on our website. J0in the cgy a.'alld 1942-1944
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9. We expect to continue our engagement with PCC - particularly in the dm;ysllm‘.'ﬂ'?

development of our respective marines’ heritage collections and in the
staging of future events.

| attach a more detailed report from Events Co-ordinator Pamela
Meekings-Stewart.
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New Zealand Defence Force (NZDF)

1. Salute 70 was very professionally supported by
NZDF. Their help added greatly to the success of
our Memorial Day service.

2. Sandy Mckie, Leanne Smith, Todd O'Hara and
other NZDF staff all attended planning sessions
with the Trust and GWRC. They also visited the
Memorial site, to work with our Deputy Chair
Richard Benge on planning and protocols for the
ceremony.

3. NZDF provided three large tents for the Memorial
Day event, sending staff from Linton Army Camp
to erect and dismantle tents. They provided
names and contacts for our database, so we
could invite key personnel to the event.

4. NZDF provided the services of Squadron Leader
Owen Clark and the Royal New Zealand Airforce
Band, which also added to the quality of the
music provided on the day.

OUTCOME

Our Memorial Day event received very favourable
comment from senior military personnel as well as
the Governor General Sir Jerry Mateparae and his
Aide de Camp.
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The New Zealand Transport Agency
(NZTA)

We were very grateful for the Agency’s help:

1. in weeding, pruning and planting their land at the
entrance to Queen Elizabeth Park in advance of
the event, and

2. in the provision and erection of State Highway 1
signs (north and south) promoting the Marines’
Memorial.

OUTCOMES

O The Agency invested about $25,000 in signs for
the Marines Memorial.

O We developed a positive relationship with them
and expect them to erect more signs, especially
near Paekakariki as we further our work.

O Anecdotal evidence suggests the signage has
had a big impact in encouraging people to visit
the Memorial. QEP staff report many more visitors
to the site than in the past.

The New Zealand Historic Places Trust
(NZHPT)

OUTCOME

Thanks to a $2000 grant from the Regional
Committee of NZHPT we were able to re-write and
completely up-grade the interpretive signs on the hut
facades at the Memorial.
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Community Engagement

The two key drivers for our community engagement
were:

1 to ensure stakeholder groups were informed
about what we were doing and offered an
opportunity to be involved

2 to enlist organisations that would partner-up with
us, taking responsibility for different events in the
programme.

This strategy resulted in a great local coalition that
offered an interesting and diverse programme that
was popular, well attended and well-reviewed.

Remembering US Armed
| Force
in New Zealang 1942-1944 °

Join the celebrations

The f7Oth anniversary of the Friendly Invasion
1g4£\1ew Zealand by U.S. Armed Forces
- 1944 will be helg in Kapiti, Porirua
and Wellington between
Sunday 27 May to Thursday 14 June 2012

Corp display,

VENUE: St Pete

Photo courtesy Kapiti Coast Districy Library
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s Village Hall,
Road, Paekakariki
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; Il For event details s, TIME:  8pm, Saturday
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The Paekakariki Community Trust

The Trust ran a Market Day and 1940’s Swing Dance
on Saturday, June 2 and a community church service
at St Peters Church on Sunday, June 3.

The weather disappointed for the Market Day, but
nevertheless there was good turn-out in the village
with a number of organisations i.e. the Antique Gun
Club, the Kapiti Brass Band, and the Army supporting
the event as well as a wide range of stall-holders.

The Swing Dance, attended by some of the veterans,
sold out, was a great hit and there is now demand for
it to be run again in 2013. The service was also full to
capacity.

KUSMT supported the Community Trust by providing
leadership and vision. We ensured veterans attended
their events, created opportunities for
them to have free radio advertising
and interviews and provided fliers,
banners and posters, and dance
tickets — including a number
specifically designed for the local
market.

The Community Trust was very

up-beat about Salute 70, promoted

it well locally, mail-boxed fliers to

every letterbox and engaged with

T Bt . us very positively. The Trust made
a small profit from its events, which

8 has gone in to its on-going work to

o restore St Peters Community Hall.

DIIT ONE

Al

The Kapiti Jogger & Walkers Harriers Club

On Sunday June 10, the club ran a run/walk over a
16.5km route in the Mangakotukutuku Valley — formerly
used by the Marines for route marches.

The event, officially started by one of our visiting
veterans Claude Bohn, was very well organised and
attended by 150 runners and walkers all of whom
completed the course. The organisers were delighted
with the outcome. Profits were divided between the
Aquatic Centre, the Kapiti Emergency Services, EMS
and our Trust. The club is keen to stage the event again.

Mulled Wine Concerts (MWC)

MWC ran the opening concert for Salute 70 on Sunday
May 27. Tickets for the concert, featuring boogie woogie
queen Jan Preston, were in such demand that concert
organiser Mary Gow decided to offer an earlier concert
on Saturday 26. Both concerts sold out and the financial
return has helped subsidise other classical concerts in
the 2012 series.

As Chair of the Trust, Mayor Jenny Rowan opened

Salute 70 at the second concert, which was attended by
veterans and their families. The Memorial Hall, decorated
with heritage photographs and both American and New
Zealand flags and streamers, was packed to capacity.

Mary Gow is very keen to run another Salute 70 concert
in 2013. She has been a great supporter of the Trust and
made a major contribution supporting and be-friending
visiting veterans.
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Other community support

O Paekakariki School for the contribution their kapa
haka group made on Memorial Day

O The Tramways Museum, who allowed us to use
their premises and provided trams and volunteers
for Memorial Day

O Flying Officer Barry Timms and his No. 49 ACT
Squadron who provided volunteer support and a
ceremonial presence on Memorial Day

O Volunteer Kapiti, who provided volunteers to help
with the event and also helped us recruit Tiziana
Stoto, who's made a substantial contribution to
the Trust as our Website Manager

O Wellington Free Ambulance who provided an
ambulance and free support for the event

O The Kapiti Observer who sponsored our
programme advertising

O Filmmakers (Linda Nicol & Shona Jaunas) and
Cameramen (Mason Branch & Dean Cronin) for
their excellent work documenting Memorial Day
and the Community Story-telling sessions.
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Business Support

These businesses went out of their way to support
us, providing exceptional service, reduced rates and
beyond-the-call-of duty interest in the project

o

Salute 70 Remembering US Armed Forces in New Zealand 1942-1944

FRESCO: (Sheridan Bruce, Fraser Carson &
Yvonne Ward): web-site design & support,
layout and design of collateral, mentoring and
campaign management.

The Print Room, Mesh, Popi: Printing assistance

Riverbank Engineering: manufacture &
installation of the Sailors’ Memorial

Office Angels: services of a fantastic contractor
Sarah Buller in the week leading up to
Memorial Day.

3D Creative, Mixed Media Design: design advice
and concepts for camp signage

Oneworldon-line.co.nz: Merchandise

Trilogy Travel: Assistance with buses and couriers
during the festivities, and enthusiastic support for
the project.

Kapiti Cakes & Bakery: Memorial Day
morning tea

Mediaworks: Media sponsorship

Finns Paekakariki: hospitality for veterans and for
several events during the festivities

Kapiti Hire

Paraparaumu Golf Club

Special Volunteers

Zane Te Wiremu Jarvis gave his time and his
wonderful voice to sing at the Memorial service

Wayne Buckingham & Bronwen Eden made a
major contribution selling Salute 70 merchandise

Jennifer Dreaver — time and support as an
administrative volunteer

Jools Joslin - time and support as an
administrator and project manager

Mary Gow & Tony Fuell, Lynne Ciochetto, Ted &
Leslie Varcoe, Ray & Ross Monk, Don Polly - help
and support in hosting veterans
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3D Creative $5,750.00 Camp signage concepts
FRESCO $1,150.00 website & design

The Print Room $1,455.10 printing

Radio Network $287.50 Advertising

The Print Room $2,244.00 printing

Mulled Wine Concerts $1,036.60 printing & staging

Beach FM $372.60 Advertising

Media Works $575.00 Advertising

Mesh Printing $663.55 Printing (banners)

Popi $2,101.00 Signage/corflute blow-ups
Paekakariki School $400.00 Koha/bus for Memorial Day
The Print Room $175.00 Printing

Joan Ellis $174.00 Gifts for veterans

Popi $1,330.18 Signage boards

Veteran Expenses $1,614.05 Petrol hospitality & travel
Total: $19,328.58

Salute 70 Remembering US Armed Forces in New Zealand 1942-1944

Breakdown of items funded by U.S.Embassy Grant
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KAPITI U.S.MARINES TRUST
P.0. BOX 38
PAEKAKARIKI
KAPITI COAST 5034
NEW ZEALAND

alliewebber@paradise.net.nz
00 64 4 905 8594
marinenz.com




