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Report from the Chair  

I am pleased to present this fourth Annual 

Report for the Kapiti U.S.Marines Trust. 

Following the very successful 70th 

anniversary celebrations, we continue to 

make sound progress with the goals of the 

Trust. Our current focus is in building to the 

75th anniversary in 2017, and fund-raising 

for and completing a number of important 

heritage infrastructure projects. 

Key highlights of the past year have been:

•	 organising a Wellington/Kapiti/Porirua 

visit for U.S.Marines veterans on their 

way to commemorations in Tarawa,

•	 hosting another successful Memorial Day 

weekend, 

•	 up-grading our website, 

•	 and building capacity in our governance 

and financial management. 
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Goals for the Year 

Our objectives for the 2013/1014 
year were:

•	 A Review of our governance 

and management structures

•	 Ensuring the on-going viability 

of the Trust 

•	 Progressing work on heritage 

signage across Camps Mackay, 

Russell and Paekakariki 

•	 Planning for Memorial 

weekends in 2013 and 2014
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Highlights & Achievements

World War II Marine Veterans Visit – May 4-7

We were delighted to host six visiting World War II U.S.Marine 

veterans travelling to Tarawa to help repatriate the bodies of 

40 of their marine brothers killed in World War II back to their 

homeland. 

Veterans: Dean Woodward, Jim Morrow, Wendell Perkins, 

C.J.Daigle, Dean Ladd and A.J.Bowden (aged 88-93) were all 

stationed in camps in Kapiti and Porirua prior to fighting in the 

Battle of Tarawa. 

The Trust organised a Welcome Home dinner for them at the 

Wellesley Boutique Hotel; and a three-day itinerary of events 

including visits to former Marines camps in Kapiti and Porirua, 

Old St Paul’s Cathedral, the National War Memorial and the  

New Zealand Film Archive. 

Also included, was a short flag-raising ceremony at the Marines 

Memorial in Queen Elizabeth Park, a train ride from Wellington to 

Paekakariki and a visit to the Paekakariki Station Museum to see  

the Marines’ exhibit. 

We were also excited to host a group of eight Marines, working with  

the NZ Military on an exercise run out of Linton and Waiouru Camps. 

The group paid a surprise, very moving visit to meet the veterans and 

also returned to attend our Memorial Day Celebrations on May 27. 

While the veterans were visiting we also delighted to honour Joan Ellis 

as a Life Member of the Trust and celebrate her 90th birthday. 

Joan has authored two books on World War II U.S.Marines: A String 

of Pearls and Follow Me Back in Time. She was a foundation member of 

the Trust, and has been frequently honoured by veterans, for her work 

in keeping the World War II Marines story alive. She helped accompany 

the veterans on their New Zealand trip. 
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Memorial Weekend events

Once again we partnered with the Kapiti Joggers & Walkers 

Club and Mulled Wine Concerts in the organisation of our 

third Memorial Weekend. 

The weekend kicked off with The Fox & the Woolf - two well-

attended popular 1940’s swing concerts starring the Rodger 

Fox Jazz Ensemble and acclaimed New Zealand singer  

Ray Woolf in the Paekakariki Memorial Hall. 

On Sunday morning (May 25) 162 runners and walkers 

completed the demanding 13.4km In the Footsteps of the 

Marines event. This event has been growing in popularity 

and is now a permanent fixture on the New Zealand running 

calendar. 

This year’s highlight was the participation of a number of 

Marines, some of whom were in training at Waiouru. Marine 

Scott Boylan, formerly the Detachment Commander with 

the US Embassy in Wellington, ran again while on holiday 

in New Zealand, as did a number of Marines in the current 

detachment in Wellington.

The theme for our 2014 Memorial Day Service was ‘heaven 

& hell’ – a reflection of the experience of World War II Marine 

veterans prior to and after fighting in the Battle of Tarawa 

from November 20-23 in 1943. 

The service was well-attended and featured guest 

performances from accomplished New Zealand baritone 

Zane Te Wiremu-Jarvis, Cheryl Hollinger from the NZSO  

and the Paekakariki School Kapa Haka group. 
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Marines Memorial 

I am pleased to report that our recently up-

graded memorial in Kapiti’s Queen Elizabeth 

Park is fast becoming a magnet for tourists 

and visitors and Greater Wellington Regional 

Council (GWRC) rangers say an increasing 

number of people are stopping off to visit  

the site. 

The Trust is open to hosting tours around the 

Memorial, the camp sites and to the Marines 

Exhibit at the Paekakariki Station Museum. 

The Memorial was originally built in 1992 

to commemorate the 50th anniversary of 

U.S.Armed forces’ encampment in Kapiti. It was 

up-graded by the Trust with assistance from the 

Kapiti Coast District Council, GWRC, and the 

New Zealand Historic Places Trust in 2012 to 

mark the 70th anniversary of the anniversary. 

Donors & Funders 

•	 Kapiti Coast District Council

•	 The Paekakariki Community Board

•	 The Lion Foundation 



KAPITI U.S. MARINES TRUST ANNUAL REPORT - 2013/146

Community Support 

We are indebted to the following groups for their on-going support  
and enthusiasm: 

•	 The U.S Embassy 

•	 New Zealand Defence Force (NZDF) 

•	 The Greater Wellington Regional Council (GWRC) 

•	 Kapiti Coast District Council

•	 The Paekakariki Community Board 

•	 Porirua City Council 

•	 Mulled Wine Concerts (MWC)

•	 Kapiti Joggers & Walkers

•	 Paekakariki School 

•	 Tramways Museum

•	 No. 49 ACT Squadron

Business Support 

These businesses provided exceptional service, reduced rates and  

beyond-the-call-of duty interest in our work:

•	 FRESCO (Sheridan Bruce, Fraser Carson & Yvonne Ward): web-site 
design & support, layout and design of collateral, mentoring and 
campaign management 

•	 The Print Room & Pete’s Printing: printing assistance

•	 The Kapiti Company: for use of meeting room and administrative 
support 

•	 Westpac Bank Paraparaumu: thanks to Tracy Nyhan and her team for 
financial contributions, fund-raising help and top-class volunteering

•	 Monteiths Brewery Bar: for help with our fund-raising quiz in 2013

•	 Wellesley Boutique Hotel: for fantastic hospitality and service during 
the Marine Veterans visit
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Special Volunteers

•	 Tiziana Stoto who made a great contribution 
to the Trust as our Website Manager.

•	 Zane Te Wiremu Jarvis – acclaimed  
New Zealand baritone who gave his time 
and wonderful voice to sing at the Memorial 
service

•	 Ray Ryan who regularly provides his World 
War II Jeep for our events

•	 David Mears a long-time supporter who 
organised members of the Early American 
Car Club to pick up veterans from the Airport. 

Goals for 2014-2015 

•	 Ensuring the on-going viability of the Trust 

•	 Developing heritage signage across Camps 
Mackay, Russell and Paekakariki 

•	 Fundraising for the restoration of World 
War II Marines infrastructure from camps 
Paekakariki, Mackay and Russell

•	 Advocacy and assistance for the restoration 
of the Rail/Air Shed north of Paekakariki 
Railway Station 

•	 On-going development of the Marinenz.com 
website

•	 Planning & organising Memorial weekend 

2014 
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Kapiti Island from Maungakotukutuku Hill.  
Photographer Peter Beddek  

www.peterbeddek.com

Finally 
Sincere thanks to all our Trustees, stakeholders and funders for 

their help support and commitment. The talent, hard work and 

generosity of our volunteers is what keeps us going. 

Jenny Rowan QSO JP 

Chair of the Kapiti US Marines Trust 

Mayor Kapiti District. June 2014

In the Footsteps of the Marines
The Marines marched in the beautiful Maungakotukutuku Valley  
(picture above).

“We called it the Little Burma Road. From the top, fifteen 

hundred feet up, we could see the rolling green hills, small 

dotted farms, and in the distance the ocean.”

Battle Cry by Leon Uris
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 INCOME	 GENERAL	 MEMORIAL DAY		  EXPENSES 	 GENERAL	 MEMORIAL DAY	

Bank Balance as at 31/3/13			   645.73

Interest	 1.19			   Bank Fees	 2.50		

GST Refunds	 972.44			   Accountant 	 92.00		

Donations General	 2090.00			   Website	 115.00		

Loan 2 AW	 300.00			   Volunteer Kapiti	 50.00		

Sale of Merchandise	 115.00			   Repay Loan 1 AW	 2400.00		

	 3478.63		  3478.63		  2659.50		  2659.50

Lion Foundation Grant		  3000.00		  Return of Excess Lion Grant		  1263.87	

Donations 		  200.00		  MD Advertising/Print		  599.30	

				    Hospitality		  70.00	

				    Services Rendered		  845.00	

				    Media Design		  1397.25	

		  3200.00	 3200.00			   4175.42	 4175.42

							     

TOTAL			   7324.36				    6834.92

BANK BALANCE 	 as at	 31/03/2014	 489.44

Kapiti US Marines Trust Financial Report
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This report covers an extended year from April 2013 to June 1, 2014. 
 The Financial Report only covers the period from April 1, 2013 – March 31, 2014.


