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It is my pleasure to present this summarised Annual Report and celebrate our 80th
Anniversary year as one of great achievement.

My sincere thanks to our funders, stakeholders and supporters for their generous support.

Also, my enduring gratitude to our Trustees and contractors for their ‘beyong the call of duty’
efforts, hard work and loyalty.

We all look forward to another exciting year ahead.

Richard Benge ONZM

Chair
Kaapiti U.S.Marines Trust

80 YEARS

Remembering the ‘friendly invasion’

80th Anniversary

2022 saw the 80th anniversary of the (1942) arrival of U.S Armed Forces in New Zealand,
sometimes known as the ‘Friendly Invasion’. This provided an opportunity for the Kapiti US
Marines Trust (along with its funders and supporters) to deliver a number of key events and
projects, all of which had been delayed by the Covid 19 epidemic.



Norm Hatch Collection deposited with the Nga Taonga Sound and Vision
archive

The restoration and acquisition of WWII collection of 29 films and 1494 black and white
photographs, taken in New Zealand by Marine Corps cinematographer, Major Norman T.
Hatch and his team stationed here from 1942-44, has been a very important project for the
Trust.

We have been working with two archives in the U.S., since 2019 to restore and digitize most
of the collection and on June 14 this year (in time for the 80" Anniversary) we were very
proud to deposit a high resolution copy of the collection in the Nga Taonga Sound & Film
Archive for the people of New Zealand. This signifcant contribution to the audio visual
memory of Aotearao New Zealand, was made with Funding from the United States
Embassy.

The collection, includes: U.S. First Lady Eleanor Roosevelt’s visit to New Zealand, it also
shows events in other parts of the country as well as a wide variety moving footage and stills
of Marines living and training in and around the three Paekakariki Marines’ Camps.

Development of the KUSMT Norm Hatch Collection

In addition to depositing the collection with Nga Taonga, the Trust also produced a high-
resolution copy of all the material, for its own use.

We developed a local collection, more focused on the three Paekakariki camps, for our new

website; produced a short film using material from the collection for use at public events, and
utilised a selection of images on the storyboards at the new Camp Paekakariki interpretation
site. This was done with the help of a grant from the Lotteries Grants Board.

We were also very proud to produce: Meet New Zealand, a 12-minute film featuring footage
from the Hatch Collection, by Director Steve Lahood.

The film premiered at two community screenings,introduced by Steve La Hood, in St Peters
Village Hall in Paekakariki on June 21. This event provided an opportunity to promote the
trust and its activities, to the local community and invited guests and call for new trust
members and volunteers.

Camp Paekakariki

The completion of the Camp Paekakariki interpretation site was the other major project
completed in the 80th anniversary year.

This project has been ‘in the making’ for a number of years and were were very excited to
see it opened.

Camp Paekakariki is an out-door story-telling gallery at the southern end of Queen
Elizabeth Park. It features a 2-metre-high carved totara pou in memory of Ngati
Haumia Ki Paekakariki Kuia — Miriona Utu Budge — the original owner of the land.

The ‘story-telling wall’ is a 10-metre-long palisade made of 34 corten steel fins
supporting seven graphically designed panels, each 1.3 meters high.


https://www.ngataonga.org.nz/explore-stories/stories/film/introducing-the-norm-hatch-collection/
https://www.ngataonga.org.nz/explore-stories/stories/film/introducing-the-norm-hatch-collection/
https://kolorato.com/marines/visit/camp-paekakariki/miriona

The panels include: general information on the camp, personal stories from residents
of the day, maps, and photos. They also showcase ‘never-seen before’ photographs
from the Norm Hatch archival collection.

We originally intended to open the new site in June but postponed the event twice due to
seriously bad weather and the impact of Covid on workers helping with the installation.

As a result, we decided to delay the opening to November 13.This provided valuable time for
engagement with mana whenua on the design of the pou. We also had time to buy and
install a public seat — finally delivering the new precinct to a very high standard.

The event started with a very moving blessing, from Koro Don Te Maipi. The opening, was
attended by representatives from the US Embassy, Greater Wellington Regional Council,
Kapiti Coast District Council, NZ Defence Force, New Zealand American Association, NZ
Military Vehicles Club (Kapiti Branch) local residents and friends and associates of the
Kapiti US Marines Trust.

Major funding for the site came from the Embassy of the United States of America and the
Paekakariki Services Trust Charitable Trust. Greater Wellington Regional Council parks staff
assisted with the instalation of the structure. The project was managed by historian and
Kapiti United States Marines Trust trustee Anthony Dreaver.

2022 Trustees

Richard Benge (Chair)

Anthony Dreaver (Deputy Chair, Historian and Project manager)

Allison Webber ( Executive/Secretary, Project and Funding Manager)

Sue Harris (Treasurer)

Larry Keim (Representative of the New Zealand American Association and historian.)

Basil Walker (Trust Secretariate Support) .



