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I am delighted to present this Annual Report reflecting on a positive and constructive year for our 
small but dynamic Trust which has now been ‘in business’ since 2010. 

Visit from our Patrons 

Having completed the re-development of our website in 2023 we were pleased to have our Patrons, 
Bill and Gail McCormick launch it on a return trip to New Zealand in March. 

Website launch 

The website acts as an on-line history portal connecting eight heritage sites in Queen Elizabeth Park, 
Whareroa Farm and Paekākāriki. Each site tells a story of the Marines’ extraordinary stay in 
Paekākāriki from 1942-44 – a time when only 500 Paekākāriki residents shared the community with 
over 15,000 young Marines.

Up-dating the site has re-oriented our focus to become an on-line history portal, collection gallery 
and visitor centre, bringing together, the WWII history of U.S. Marines ‘extraordinary in Paekākāriki 
from 1942-44. 

With new narrative in place the Trust began planning for up-grade of its marines’ infrastructure 
across all three World War II camps. Increasingly, we are positioning ourselves in the enviro-heritage 
space, working to encourage visitors and tourists from New Zealand and overseas to learn more 
about the Marines story in Kāpiti. 

KCDC Grant 

In May 2023, we received a $10,000 grant from the Kāpiti Coast District Council to help us design a 
marines’ trail network, connecting eight key heritage sites in the Paekākāriki environs. Our plan is to 
help people organise walking and cycling expeditions using the website to connect to the World War 
II stories using QR Codes. A huge bonus is that all the sites are accessible via Transmission Gully and 
SH59 and linked to attractive walkways and cycleways in a seaside environment.  

Using this grant, we were able to hire, Janice Hill, and experienced trail designer, to help us develop 
and cost a $200,000 + plan which will allow the Trust create three 3km heritage walks (one of each of
the camp sites) and a 15km cycleway encompassing all three. We are now seeking funding in New 
Zealand and the US to undertake this work. This grant opened up a tremendous opportunity for the 
Trust to expand its horizons into the tourism space. Towards the end of the year, we began 
preparations to submit an application to the Lottery Grants Board Environment & Heritage 
Committee to fund the work.

Memorial Day 2024 

The Kāpiti US Marines Trust and the New Zealand American Association observed the 82nd 
anniversary of Memorial Day since the ‘Friendly Invasion’ of US Armed Forces in New Zealand in 
1942 with a Wreath laying Service at the US Marines’ Memorial in Queen Elizabeth Park on May 27.
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Over 75 guests joined by pairs of fantails swooping overhead to share the service. Speakers included:
the Chargé D'affaires of the United States Embassy, David Gehrenbeck, Otaki MP, Tim Costley and 
Kapiti Mayor, Janet Holborow.

Names of the Sailors who died in a tragic training incident on Whareroa Beach in 1943 were read by 
members of the No.49 District of Kāpiti, Air Training Corps.

Wreaths were laid by representatives of the Embassy of the United States of America, New Zealand 
Government, New Zealand American Association, Paraparaumu Memorial RSA, Kapiti Coast District 
Council, and the Kapiti United States Marines Trust.

A flag lowering and raising ceremony was conducted by members of the US Marine Security 
Detachment at the US Embassy Wellington and the No.49 District of Kāpiti, Air Training Corps. The 
service concluded with a recitation of the Prayer of Eleanor Roosevelt.

Visit from Dr Rachel Scott 

In May we were excited to have a visit from Dr Rachel School a New Zealand forensic archaeologist 
who’s been working with the History Flight Trust in Tarawa (Kiribati), recovering and identifying the 
remains of US Servicemen who fought in the Battle of Tarawa. She was very pleased to see our sites 
and we were fascinated and inspired to hear her stories of the painstaking work she’s been 
undertaking with her team. 

Trust Historian receives Kings Birthday Award 

The Trust was delighted to see its lead historian, Anthony Dreaver honoured is the 2024 King’s 
Birthday honours.

Anthony has worked thousands of voluntary hours in governance roles, as a project manager and 
historian for Horowhenua and Kāpiti Heritage organisations - in particular: the Horowhenua 
Historical Society, the Paekākāriki Station Precinct Trust, the Kāpiti US Marines Trust, the Friends of 
Ōtaki Rotunda Trust and the Friends of Kāpiti Coast District Libraries.

In the last 20+ years, he has worked with volunteers, professional contractors, graphic designers, 
engineers, park rangers and others to tell significant local stories, in outdoor and museum 
environments. Examples of work he has done for the Trust are: 

A large way-finding heritage signage project on the Paekākāriki Station platform 2010; the installation
of A Friend In Need – a major exhibition on the Marines’ encampment in Paekākāriki (2011); Up-
grade of the US Marines Memorial in Queen Elizabeth Park (2012); design and build of the Sailors’ 
Memorial in QE Park (2012); design and construction of a US Marines Heritage Walk in Whareroa 
Farm, formerly Camp Mackay, (2013); restoration of a 1942 US Marines Hut and its conversion into a 
story-telling centre in QEP, (2014) and the design and build of the Camp Paekākāriki memorial wall, 
opened in November 2022.

Fund raising in the US 

Earlier in the year, we discussed possibilities for fund-raising in the US with Patrons Bill & Gail 
McCormick and they briefed us on the practical steps needed to set up a US Funding infrastructure. 
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They recommended we apply for 5013C status because the bulk of money available for charitable 
purposes in the US comes from institutions who help organisations donate to charity. Thanks to the 
work on two of our new Trustees, Sheila Ellen Taylor, a US citizen and Nick Miller who has extensive 
experience in taxation, we were able to follow through on this initiative and have registered with the 
Chapel & Yok Foundation in New York City. We are still in the early stages of this project, but hoping it
will provide a fund-raising source for some of our larger projects. 

Finally – a big thank you to all 

As always, my thanks go to our funders, stakeholders and supporters for their steadfast engagement 
and support. 

It very pleasing to see three excellent new Trustees join the Trust this year.  I extend, heartfelt thanks 
to all our Trustees and contractors for their hard work and loyalty. 

We all look forward to another successful year ahead. 

Richard Benge ONZM 

Chair Kāpiti U.S. Marines Trust 

3











Kāpiti U.S.Marines Annual Report January 1 – December 31, 2024 

I am delighted to present this Annual Report reflecting on a positive and constructive year for our small but dynamic Trust which has now been ‘in business’ since 2010. 

Visit from our Patrons 

Having completed the re-development of our website in 2023 we were pleased to have our Patrons, Bill and Gail McCormick launch it on a return trip to New Zealand in March. 



Website launch 

The website acts as an on-line history portal connecting eight heritage sites in Queen Elizabeth Park, Whareroa Farm and Paekākāriki. Each site tells a story of the Marines’ extraordinary stay in Paekākāriki from 1942-44 – a time when only 500 Paekākāriki residents shared the community with over 15,000 young Marines.

Up-dating the site has re-oriented our focus to become an on-line history portal, collection gallery and visitor centre, bringing together, the WWII history of U.S. Marines ‘extraordinary in Paekākāriki from 1942-44. 

With new narrative in place the Trust began planning for up-grade of its marines’ infrastructure across all three World War II camps. Increasingly, we are positioning ourselves in the enviro-heritage space, working to encourage visitors and tourists from New Zealand and overseas to learn more about the Marines story in Kāpiti. 

KCDC Grant 

In May 2023, we received a $10,000 grant from the Kāpiti Coast District Council to help us design a marines’ trail network, connecting eight key heritage sites in the Paekākāriki environs. Our plan is to help people organise walking and cycling expeditions using the website to connect to the World War II stories using QR Codes. A huge bonus is that all the sites are accessible via Transmission Gully and SH59 and linked to attractive walkways and cycleways in a seaside environment.  

Using this grant, we were able to hire, Janice Hill, and experienced trail designer, to help us develop and cost a $200,000 + plan which will allow the Trust create three 3km heritage walks (one of each of the camp sites) and a 15km cycleway encompassing all three. We are now seeking funding in New Zealand and the US to undertake this work. This grant opened up a tremendous opportunity for the Trust to expand its horizons into the tourism space. Towards the end of the year, we began preparations to submit an application to the Lottery Grants Board Environment & Heritage Committee to fund the work.

Memorial Day 2024 

The Kāpiti US Marines Trust and the New Zealand American Association observed the 82nd anniversary of Memorial Day since the ‘Friendly Invasion’ of US Armed Forces in New Zealand in 1942 with a Wreath laying Service at the US Marines’ Memorial in Queen Elizabeth Park on May 27.

Over 75 guests joined by pairs of fantails swooping overhead to share the service. Speakers included: the Chargé D'affaires of the United States Embassy, David Gehrenbeck, Otaki MP, Tim Costley and Kapiti Mayor, Janet Holborow.

Names of the Sailors who died in a tragic training incident on Whareroa Beach in 1943 were read by members of the No.49 District of Kāpiti, Air Training Corps.

Wreaths were laid by representatives of the Embassy of the United States of America, New Zealand Government, New Zealand American Association, Paraparaumu Memorial RSA, Kapiti Coast District Council, and the Kapiti United States Marines Trust.

A flag lowering and raising ceremony was conducted by members of the US Marine Security Detachment at the US Embassy Wellington and the No.49 District of Kāpiti, Air Training Corps. The service concluded with a recitation of the Prayer of Eleanor Roosevelt.

Visit from Dr Rachel Scott 

In May we were excited to have a visit from Dr Rachel School a New Zealand forensic archaeologist who’s been working with the History Flight Trust in Tarawa (Kiribati), recovering and identifying the remains of US Servicemen who fought in the Battle of Tarawa. She was very pleased to see our sites and we were fascinated and inspired to hear her stories of the painstaking work she’s been undertaking with her team. 

Trust Historian receives Kings Birthday Award 

The Trust was delighted to see its lead historian, Anthony Dreaver honoured is the 2024 King’s Birthday honours.

Anthony has worked thousands of voluntary hours in governance roles, as a project manager and historian for Horowhenua and Kāpiti Heritage organisations - in particular: the Horowhenua Historical Society, the Paekākāriki Station Precinct Trust, the Kāpiti US Marines Trust, the Friends of Ōtaki Rotunda Trust and the Friends of Kāpiti Coast District Libraries.

In the last 20+ years, he has worked with volunteers, professional contractors, graphic designers, engineers, park rangers and others to tell significant local stories, in outdoor and museum environments. Examples of work he has done for the Trust are: 

A large way-finding heritage signage project on the Paekākāriki Station platform 2010; the installation of A Friend In Need – a major exhibition on the Marines’ encampment in Paekākāriki (2011); Up-grade of the US Marines Memorial in Queen Elizabeth Park (2012); design and build of the Sailors’ Memorial in QE Park (2012); design and construction of a US Marines Heritage Walk in Whareroa Farm, formerly Camp Mackay, (2013); restoration of a 1942 US Marines Hut and its conversion into a story-telling centre in QEP, (2014) and the design and build of the Camp Paekākāriki memorial wall, opened in November 2022.

Fund raising in the US 

Earlier in the year, we discussed possibilities for fund-raising in the US with Patrons Bill & Gail McCormick and they briefed us on the practical steps needed to set up a US Funding infrastructure. They recommended we apply for 5013C status because the bulk of money available for charitable purposes in the US comes from institutions who help organisations donate to charity. Thanks to the work on two of our new Trustees, Sheila Ellen Taylor, a US citizen and Nick Miller who has extensive experience in taxation, we were able to follow through on this initiative and have registered with the Chapel & Yok Foundation in New York City. We are still in the early stages of this project, but hoping it will provide a fund-raising source for some of our larger projects. 

Finally – a big thank you to all 

As always, my thanks go to our funders, stakeholders and supporters for their steadfast engagement and support. 

It very pleasing to see three excellent new Trustees join the Trust this year.  I extend, heartfelt thanks to all our Trustees and contractors for their hard work and loyalty. 

We all look forward to another successful year ahead. 

Richard Benge ONZM 



Chair Kāpiti U.S. Marines Trust 





P ——

S ——

gttt i e st g





